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10 Jacob left Beersheba and set out for Harran. 11 When he reached a certain place, he 

stopped for the night because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones there, he put it 

under his head and lay down to sleep. 12 He had a dream in which he saw a stairway resting 

on the earth, with its top reaching to heaven, and the angels of God were ascending and 

descending on it. 13 There above it stood the LORD, and he said: “I am the LORD, the God of 

your father Abraham and the God of Isaac. I will give you and your descendants the land 

on which you are lying. 14 Your descendants will be like the dust of the earth, and you will 

spread out to the west and to the east, to the north and to the south. All peoples on earth 

will be blessed through you and your offspring. 15 I am with you and will watch over you 

wherever you go, and I will bring you back to this land. I will not leave you until I have 

done what I have promised you.”  
16 When Jacob awoke from his sleep, he thought, “Surely the LORD is in this place, and I 

was not aware of it.” 17 He was afraid and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none 

other than the house of God; this is the gate of heaven.”   

 

Remember, O LORD Your great mercy and love, for they are from of old.  Amen.  (Ps 25:6) 

How in the world had he ended up here?  As Jacob looked around for a convenient place 

to stop for the night he couldn’t help but ponder the predicament he was in.  Thirsty, hungry, 

travel-weary, and foot-sore.  And he had only put a few days—a mere seventy miles—behind 

him in a journey that was going to take weeks.  There was still over four hundred miles to go 

before he would reach the home of his relatives in the north beyond the land of Canaan.  “This 

‘god-forsaken’ land doesn’t have much to offer for sleeping quarters either,” Jacob may have 

thought, as he pulled up a rock for a pillow and lay down for the night in the gathering darkness.  

If only he was more of an outdoorsman like his brother Esau, then maybe this trek 

wouldn’t be so hard.  Esau.  A lot of haunting thoughts came rushing in with name.  It was 

because of Esau that he was on this crazy journey anyway.  Well, maybe not.  If he was honest 

with himself it was really his own fault.  Sure, Esau wanted him dead and had told him as much 

to his face.  But, after all, he had cheated Esau not once but twice stealing both his birthright and 

the blessing of their father Isaac.  Father.  How many times had he lied to him as he lay there on 

his deathbed?  He’d even called on the Name of God to sell his dishonesty.  “The LORD knows 

as well as I do that I deserve to be suffering out here.  God forgive me for what I’ve done.” 

SUFFERING.  It’s a common theme as we read through the pages of Scripture.  Whether 

it’s God’s Old Testament people like Jacob, his son Joseph, Job, or the prophets, or God’s New 

Testament people like the apostles and the early Christians.  In our Gospel lesson this morning 

we heard how Jesus Himself foretold that it was necessary for Him suffer many things, up to and 

including death.  Not only that but whoever would call themselves His disciple, would have to 

deny themselves and take up their own cross to follow Him (Mk 8:31-38).   

The lesson Jesus was beginning to teach His disciples that day is that suffering and 

salvation go hand in hand.  Jesus was going to save them and all people, including us, from sin 

by suffering the condemnation that our sins had incurred.  Anyone who placed their trust in the 

forgiveness Jesus had won would also suffer as their sinful nature, coupled with the societies of 



this world, and even Satan himself would try to wrestle them away from the salvation Jesus has 

secured for them.   

Jesus prepares us for the fact that as Christians we are going to suffer.  Jesus had to suffer 

to save us.  We suffer because we are saved by Jesus.  Therefore, we heard from the Apostle 

Paul in our lesson from Romans, let us rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that 

suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope (Ro 5:4). 

When we stand up under the weight of suffering and pain, trusting in the salvation Jesus 

won by suffering for us, our faith is strengthened and our joy in the hope we have through Jesus 

increases.  Acts 5 gives us an example of that.  The apostles had been arrested for preaching the 

good news of salvation through Jesus and told to stop preaching in His Name.  Peter replied with 

those famous words, We must obey God rather than men, and then they were all flogged, 

ordered once again to stop, and then released.  Then, Luke tells us, the apostles left rejoicing 

because they had been counted worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name (Ac 5:17-42).  

What a joy to be able to suffer for the sake of the one who had died to save them. 

So, what can you take away from all of that?  “I’m a Christian.  So when I suffer that’s 

the cross I have to bear, that Jesus was talking about, isn’t it?  And that’s something I can rejoice 

in because it strengthens me and draws me closer to Jesus, right?”   

We may be close, but there is an important distinction that we still need to make.  The 

“cross” that Jesus tells us we’ll all have to bear, is the suffering that we will endure specifically 

because we are His disciples.  The cross is persecution, like the beating the apostles took for 

preaching about Jesus; it’s the battle against temptations that the devil uses to try to entice us 

away from Jesus; it’s the struggle against our own feelings of self-righteousness or of hopeless 

despair.  The “sufferings of the cross” are those that we face from those three enemies of our 

faith: the devil, the world, and our own sinful flesh. 

But there’s another kind of suffering that we hear about in the Bible: suffering that comes 

simply because we live in a world that is under the curse of sin.  Natural disasters, sickness, 

disease, disabilities, the loss of loved ones, aches, pains, weariness, and hunger—those kinds of 

suffering aren’t experienced by Christians alone, they’re common to everyone in this world.  So 

when faced with suffering of that sort, we can’t say, “This is my cross to bear,” but you can still 

rejoice.  You can rejoice because through that suffering God is calling to you to turn to Him for 

strength.  And when we go to God’s Word for that support, we rejoice in what we find there: the 

promise that having been justified by Jesus, we have been made heirs of an eternal life in heaven 

with God where there will be no pain, no sorrow, no suffering of any kind.  We rejoice in our 

suffering because it leads us to trust even more deeply in Jesus and the hope He gives.   

Then there’s one final kind of suffering. Sometimes, we suffer because we haven’t denied 

ourselves and taken up our crosses to follow Jesus.  Sometimes, we suffer because we don’t take 

up the struggle to love and worship God.  We sin, and sin has consequences.  Getting grounded 

or sitting in time-out because we disobeyed our parents; receiving a fine or time in prison for 

breaking the law of the state, unnecessary stress and anxiety that follow on the heels of 

procrastination or poorly managed time; a headache or an upset stomach after gorging ourselves 

on food or drinks; friendships and relationships ruined by a few spiteful words; a relationship 

between brothers damaged so badly by sinful actions that one is filled with thoughts of murder 

and the other is forced to flee—and in fleeing, he is now weary and left alone with His shame.   

The LORD knows as well as we do, we deserve those consequences for our sinful actions.  

May God forgive us for what we’ve done.  While on the one hand, we could look at Jacob in our 

lesson this morning and think, “he got what he had coming,” we probably won’t find it all that 



difficult to identify with him as we think of a time in our past or even recently when our own sins 

left us suffering.   

The consequences of our sins are not a “necessary cross,” that God calls us to bear.  On 

the contrary, He bids us again and again to turn away from our lives of sin so that we do not have 

to endure that kind of suffering.  “As surely as I live, declares the Lord, I take no pleasure in 

the death of the wicked, but rather that they turn from their ways and live.  Turn!  Turn 

from your evil ways!  Why will you [needlessly suffer]?” (Ezk 33:11).  And so God uses even 

that unnecessary suffering, the needless pain we endure because of our sins, to call us to 

repentance: to confess our sins before Him and to turn to Him for forgiveness.   

We don’t have a record of any prayer for forgiveness that Jacob prayed on his 70 mile 

hike from Beersheba to the place where he went to sleep that night, but if you’ve ever had a long 

car ride just after you did something awful, I think you know what that journey was like.  

Thoughts of, “how could I have acted so shamefully,” and, “Forgive me, LORD; remember Your 

mercy and love,” must have been cycling through his mind.  What we do have, is a record of 

God’s answer. 

A vision of a stairway connecting Jacob to the heavens.  God’s angel messengers taking 

his concerns up to God and bringing God’s preservation and protection to down him.  And the 

LORD Himself, standing above it all saying, Behold, Jacob, I am with you.  I will protect you 

wherever you go.  Through your offspring all peoples on earth will be blessed.  I will not 

leave you before I have kept every promise I have made to you.   

He gives a similar promise to you.  When Jesus first met the Apostle Nathanael, He told 

him, truly I tell you, you will see ‘heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and 

descending on’ the Son of Man (Jn 1:51).  Jesus is your Jacob’s ladder.  He connects you to 

God and to heaven through the reconciliation He accomplished for you on the cross.   He 

commands His angels to guard you in all your ways.  He is the one who has promised, and 

surely, I am with you always, to the very end of the age (Mt 20:28).   

We can say with Jacob, surely the LORD is in this place.  Whenever we gather here, in 

God’s house, wherever we focus our hearts on God’s Word the LORD is there in that place.  How 

awesome is that?  This is more than saying God is everywhere, okay?  He is all-present; He is in 

everyplace at every time.  But what Jacob realized when he woke from his dream, what we learn 

as we study the Word is that the LORD is with is.  More than just some all-powerful deity, the 

LORD is a God who is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love 

and faithfulness (Ex 34:6).  He is with you even and especially when you suffer with His gifts 

of mercy and forgiveness and love and the hope of the glories still to come which He has made 

yours through the life and death of Jesus our Savior. 

Suffering and salvation go hand in hand.  We could throw in one more, sin.  God uses 

suffering—whether it’s suffering we endure for the sake of Christ who saved us from sin, 

suffering we endure because we live in a sin cursed creation, or suffering that is the very 

consequence of our sins—God uses suffering to remind us of the real cause for suffering which 

is sin and to point us to the Savior from sin who brings us salvation. 

Brothers and sisters when you suffer, in whatever form that suffering may come, 

wherever you are turn to the LORD, go to His Word and see as Jacob saw.  How awesome is this 

place; it is none other than the house of the LORD.  For the LORD is with us.  Amen. 

 

 


